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Dr. Height, chair and president emerita of
the National Council of Negro Women
(NCNW) in Washington, D.C., is a legendary
figure in the civil rights movement. In 1989,
President Reagan acknowledged her achieve-
ments by presenting her with the Citizens
Medal Award. In 1993, the NAACP awarded
her its prestigious Spingarn Medal. That was
followed by the Presidential Medal of Freedom
Award, bestowed by President Clinton in
1994. Last August, a feature story on Dr.
Height in the Cincinnati Enquirer declared that
every president since Eisenhower has called
on her for advice. In their book, The African
American Century, Cornel West and Henry
Louis Gates, Jr., cited her as one of the 100
most influential African-Americans of the 20th
century.

Dr. Height was born in Richmond, Virginia,
in 1912, but grew up near Pittsburgh in a
household where volunteerism prevailed. In
those days, blacks from the southern states
were migrating north to jobs in the steel mills.
Height's mother and father, a nurse and build-
ing contractor respectively, helped these fami-
lies settle in, thus instilling in her a sense of
responsibility and integrity. Dr. Height earned
both bachelor's and master's degrees in edu-
cational psychology from New York University
in four years and graduated in 1933—the
height of the Depression. She then turned her
attention to social work in New York City, later
working for the Young Women’s Christian As-
sociation (YWCA). During those years, she
also was active in community service and reli-
gion, and eventually became one of the first
leaders of the United Christian Youth Move-
ment.

From her position in the church and at the
YWCA in Harlem, she spanned caps between
the city’s impoverished ethnic groups and the
government, spotlighting the plight of unem-
ployed domestic workers for national figures
such as Eleanor Roosevelt and Langston
Hughes.

Dr. Height’'s successes did not escape no-
tice by the leadership of the NCNW. In 1937,
she was approached to conduct committee
work for the organization, an affiliation of civic,
education, labor, community, church, and pro-
fessional institutions headquartered in Wash-
ington. By 1957, she was its president. Under
the guidance of educator and NCNW founder
Mary MclLeod Bethune, she organized voter
registration drives in the South, testified re-
peatedly before Congress on social issues,
and worked tirelessly on the more mundane
tasks of the civil rights movement, such as
jobs programs and food drives. She became
an international leader in the burgeoning field
of humanitarianism, working closely with Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., Roy Wilkins, and a host of
other legendary leaders.

Dr. Height, who has been called the
“grande dame” of the civil rights movement,
has served in the leadership of dozens of or-
ganizations devoted to social change, most
notably as president of Delta Sigma Theta so-
rority from 1947 to 1956. In 1986, she founded
and organized the Black Family Reunion Cele-
bration, a national coming together of African-
American families designed to promote historic
strengths and traditional values.

The Frederick Douglass Award will be pre-
sented to Dr. Height at Westminster Hall, in
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Baltimore, adjacent to the University of Mary-
land School of Law. Those in attendance will
include Maryland Governor Parris N.
Glendening, USM Board of Regents Chairman
Nathan A. Chapman, Leronia A. Josey, mem-
ber of the USM Board of Regents, Thelma T.
Daley, past national president of Delta Sigma
Theta sorority, and USM Chancellor Donald N.
Langenberg. Frederick Douglass 1V, professor
at Morgan State University and a direct de-
scendent of Douglass, will provide a dramatic
reading from the latters work. David J.
Ramsay, president of the University of Mary-
land, Baltimore, will welcome the audience.

The Frederick Douglass Award was estab-
lished in 1995 by the USM Board of Regents
to honor individuals “who have displayed an
extraordinary and active commitment to the
ideals of freedom, equality, justice, and oppor-
tunity exemplified in the life of Frederick Doug-
lass.” Previous recipients include the Honor-
able Parren J. Mitchell, a member of Congress
for the 7th District of Maryland (1996); Ben-
jamin Quarles, scholar at Morgan State Uni-
versity (1997, posthumously); Samuel Lacy,
Jr., sports writer for the Baltimore Afro-Amer-
ican (1998); the Hon. Kweisi Mfume, president
of the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (1999); and Beatrice
“Bea” Gaddy, advocate for the poor and
homeless and a member of the Baltimore City
Council (2000).

Statesman, publisher and abolitionist Fred-
erick Douglass was the leading spokesman of
American blacks in the 1800s. Born a slave in
1817 in Tuckahoe, MD, he devoted his life to
the abolition of slavery and the fight for black
rights. Douglass’s name at birth was Frederick
Augustus Washington Bailey, but he changed
it when he fled from his master in Baltimore in
1838. He ended up in New Bedford, Mass.,
where he attempted to ply his trade as a ship
caulker, but settled for collecting garbage and
digging cellars. In 1841, at a meeting of the
Massachusetts Antislavery Society, Douglass
delivered a lecture on freedom that so im-
pressed the society that it hired him to talk
publicly about his experiences as a slave. He
then began a series of protests against seg-
regation, and published his autobiography,
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, in
1845.

Mr. Speaker, | know the Members of the
House take great pride in joining me in con-
gratulating Dr. Dorothy Irene Height on this
very special day for her lifelong work. She is
truly deserving of the Frederick Douglass
Award and | rise to congratulate her on this
esteemed award.

———

TRIBUTE TO JENNIFER ARVER OF
BRONSON, MICHIGAN, LEGRAND
SMITH SCHOLARSHIP WINNER

HON. NICK SMITH

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 11, 2001

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great respect for the outstanding record
of excellence she has compiled in academics,
leadership and community service, that | am
proud to salute Jennifer Arver, winner of the
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2001 LeGrand Smith Congressional Scholar-
ship. This award is made to young adults who
have demonstrated that they are truly com-
mitted to playing important roles in our Na-
tion’s future.

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Congres-
sional Scholarship, Jennifer is being honored
for demonstrating that same generosity of spir-
it, intelligence, responsible citizenship, and ca-
pacity for human service that distinguished the
late LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan.

Jennifer Arver is an exceptional student at
Bronson High School and possesses an im-
pressive high school record. Jennifer has re-
ceived numerous awards for her involvement
in 4-H, as well as high school athletics. She
has participated in student government and is
a member of the Youth Advisory Council. Jen-
nifer is active in her community, volunteering
as a mentor with the Big Brothers Big Sisters
Program, and as a member of the Branch
County Finance Board.

Therefore, | am proud to join with her many
admirers in extending my highest praise and
congratulations to Jennifer Arver for her selec-
tion as a winner of a LeGrand Smith Congres-
sional Scholarship. This honor is also a testa-
ment to the parents, teachers, and others
whose personal interest, strong support and
active participation contributed to her success.
To this remarkable young woman, | extend my
most heartfelt good wishes for all her future
endeavors.

———

THE NEW DETROIT SCIENCE
CENTER

HON. CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 11, 2001

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate The New Detroit Science Cen-
ter on its grand opening. | am pleased to say
that The New Detroit Science Center will be
partnering with Marshall Field’s in its grand
opening festivities which will be attended by
Governor and Mrs. John Engler on July 28.
The celebration, “Marshall Field’s Weekend of
Wonder at The New Detroit Science Center—
32 Hours of Exploration,” will kick off at 10 AM
on July 28 and continue around the clock until
6 PM on July 29.

The Detroit Science Center was founded by
Detroit businessman and philanthropist Dexter
Ferry nearly 30 years ago. In 1998, plans
were made to transform the Detroit Science
Center into a leading center for science edu-
cation. The Center broke ground on its expan-
sion and renovation in 1999. The New Detroit
Science Center will serve as a vehicle to edu-
cate our children and their families in the
areas of science and technology. Detroit is
known as a technological hub, and this new
Center will involve our children and expose
them to the resources that surround them.

This Center will serve as a tremendous re-
source for teachers, children, and families
across the State of Michigan. Its exciting pro-
grams, which include an IMAX theater, five
hands-on laboratories, the DaimlerChrysler
Science Stage and Sparks Theater, the Ford
Learning Center, and the Digital Dome Plane-
tarium, will create an interest in science, engi-
neering, and technology. The New Detroit
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